
By BOB DEARING 
His suits a re  g a y  and pin- 

striped, he cringes at  words like 
"activist," and he works for a 
company whose name will forever 
be linked to environmental catas- 
trophes such a s  Love Cawl. 

None of that, though, alters the 
fact that Steven Nathanson, an 
enviromental engineer for the  
Hooker Chemicals L Plastics Corp., 
has been using hts spare time to 
fight a now-defunct proposal to lo- 
cate a nuclear wmte dump in the 
town of Lewiston, and. in the proc- 
ess, started forging a whole new 
method of community resistance. 

The surface irony of a Hooker 
employee helping to lead a citizens 
fight against a waste site has no 
meaning for Mr. Nathanson, who 
said his loyalty to Hooker doesn't 
interfere with kis responsibuty as a 
private-citizen concerned about the 
future of his community. 

Mr. Nathanson has been a resi- 
dent of Lewiston for three years 
and his work responsibilities in- 
clude making sure that Hooker 
complies with federal, state and 
local environmental regulations qt  
its numerous worldwfde facilities. 

His involvement with the once- 
proposed dump site began earlier 
this fall when federal officials an- 
nounced t h a t  the former Lake 
Ontario Ordnance Wafks site on 
Pletcher road was being considered 
as a regional respository for low- 
level radioactive waste. 

LAST IVEEK, the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Energy rejected a consult- 
ant's plan to use the Ordnance 
Worb site a s  the regional nuclear 
waste repository and instructed the 
consultant, Bechtel National, to 
"terminate further study" of the 
site, giving opponents a t  least a 
temporary victory, 

But it was the original announce- 
ment earlier in the fall that sent 
shock waves through the communi- 
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ALL BUSINESS - Steven Nathanson, a n  environmental engi- 
neer for the  Hooker Chemicals and Plastics Corp., has been 

meetings, was enlisted to help fight meetings. Instead, the NO U X ) W  ground for such a role, has been 
the plan. committee consisting of citizens able to help mold a remarkable 

He said several people, aware of whose occupations include teacher, coalition that fought against the 
his technical expertise, asked him homemaker, doctor and engineer, plan. 
to help form a new group aimed a t  met informally when needed to plan "People I come and speak to see 
defeating the plan. The result was a strategy aimed a t  defeating the me dressed the way I am and tell 
NO LOOW, a loosely organized net- plan through logic, reason and com- me they had expected to see some- 
work of citizens that used the munity solidarity. one else, some~ne who's a scream- 
area's business, governmental and er," he said. "They see me in my 
sociaf institutions to weave a for- MR. NATHANSON w a s  an business suit and wonder who this 
midable show of unity against the organizer and emerged as chief guy is." 
plan. spokesman for the group. Mr. Nathanson had been spend- 

There were no dues, no formal Mr. Nathanson, because of his inn much of his snare time swak- 

vinced it will be the only way tc 
persuade Washington that Lewistor 
will not stand for the dumpsite, 

Despite l as t  week's inkrim 
victory, his group's ultimate gml 
remains unchanged: to get the Dt?. 
partment of Energy to stick to its 
original commitment to d e c o h  
sion the Ordnance Works site and 
remove the low-level waste already 
there. That material has been on 
the site since the end of World War 
I1 and is residue from the nation's 
Manhattan Project that p r d u d  
the first atomic bomb. 

Mr. Nathanson's town has been 
embroiled for years in other end. 
ronmental struggles, many of them 
concerniw the chemical waste d k  
posal practices of SCA Chemfcal 
Waste Services Inc., which operates 
a sprawling dumpsite not far &om 
the Ordnance Works site. 

Hf8 VOICE wasn't heard, how- 
ever, until the nuclear controversy, 
and he said it's because the issues 
involved in chemical waste and nu- 
clear waste disposal are tundamen. 
tally different. 

The chemical industry, he said, 
is already tightly regulated under 
federal and state law but the nu- 
clear industry is not. 

"The nuclear industry doesn't 
even have standards yet for bow 
clean is clean," he said. 

In addition, he said one of his 
primary objections to the Bechtel 
plan did not exist in the SCA case. 

"SCA is a big taxpayer, is a n  
intregal part of the community's 
t a x  structure and they provide 
jobs," he said. "Bechiel and the 
M3E don't pay taxes and don't 
seem answerable to anyone." 

Economics, in fact, is one of the 
main arguments that NO UXlW 
members used to attack the plan. 
Mr. Nathanson pointed to the added 
tax burden, depreciation of proper- 
ty values and loss of business that 
such a dump could cause. 

He said-he's taken some good- 
natured ribbing on his outside ac- 
tivities from his co-worker6 but b a s  
never been discouraged from pursu- 
ing them by his supe';iors. 

* 

Mr. Nathanson said his cornpan3 
is concerned about the health, safe 
ty and welfare of residents in the 
communities in which it operates 
and that what he was doing in 
Lewiston was no different. 

"I'm just saying the same thing 
k~Lewiston," he said. 
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